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02:20 

I So, we're just going to start with...can you introduce yourself and tell us 
where you're from originally? 

EW Okay. With my name? 

I Yes, please. 

EW Alright. My name is Edward Earl Wise, and was originally from Baltimore, 
Maryland, I was born in Baltimore. I went to school out there. I didn't go 
to high school because, at the time, during the Depression, we had to quit 
school and go to work. I worked for 25 cents an hour. That was my first 
job, bagging groceries in a grocery store. 


03:11 

I Why did you want to go in the Navy? 

EW Well, I...my cousin and I both, we were born the same year, and we were 
just like brothers, and so he joined the Navy, and we wanted to see the 
world, you know, like everybody else does, and get more education, also. 
And that's why I joined the Navy. And it took me a long time because I had, 
on account of my skin was so dry, and I was too light. They turned me 
down, and then after a while they put me on a waiting list. And I got called 
up and I was still to light, I only weighed 119lb, so they took me down, the 
recruiting fellow took me down to a restaurant and fed me a half a dozen 
bananas and water and brought me back up, and I hit 121. So now I 
passed. And I went to bootcamp in Norfolk, Virginia for 90 days. And after 
that, we come home for 2 weeks, and then I was shipped to Birmington, 
Washington, where I met the West Virgi- I mean the Tennessee. 


04:41 

I Very good. Could you go back over your enlistment story and tell me how 
old you were and what your dates were for getting in, and if you could just 
stay looking at me, so your eyes don't shift around in the frame. You're 
doing a good job. 

EW Alright. Now, you want me to go from the beginning? 

I Not from the beginning. Just your enlistment, how old you were, what the 
dates were. I thought the story was great, but if you could just recap that 
with a couple dates and ages, that'd be perfect. 

EW Alright. I enlisted, I tried again to enlist when I was 17, and I was finally 
called in when I was 19 years old. And, let's see, what else? 


EW 


EW 


You did it perfectly, thank you. So you get to Birmington, Washington, and 
you get on the Tennessee. 

Right. 

What did you think when you boarded that big battleship? 

Oh, it was awesome. It was awesome! So, we went down to Long Beach, 
and that's where we operated, out of Long Beach, you know. And then we 
went to Hawaii. And then we came back, and, well after, when we were in 
Hawaii, we got down there for, I was in the Navy for a year, that's when 
Pearl Harbor happened. And, we came back, we were fortunate. We were 
tied up to a clay, or to a dock, and we were at the bow of the Arizona, and 
to our port side was the West Virginia, and at our bow was the Maryland 
and the Oklahoma. And the West Virginia, she got wounded very bad, she 
took 6 torpedoes, but she wasn't dead. They brought her up, and she was 
right back in action again. They brought all the ships up, except the 
Oklahoma and the Utah. There's a story about the Utah, that there's 40 old 
souls entombed with an infant child, ashes. This Navy chief, they come 
from the States, and his daughter died, and they was gonna bury her at 
sea, and then the Pearl Harbor come, they bombed her because they 
thought she was a carrier, and they bombed her, and she sunk and she's 
still there, and so they hunt for the ashes, the chief had the urn in his 
locker, and they hunt for it, but they could never find it, so 40 fellows went 
down with the ship, so they say there's 40 souls guarding that little infant 
girl, and she was only about, I think she was a month old. 


08:06 


I 


EW 


Let's back up in time a little bit. Could you tell me what your rank and 
what your duty was aboard the Tennessee? 

Okay, well, I went aboard ship, I was a seaman, 2™, and then, course, you 
had to earn your rate, and I made seaman 1*. And then later on, I made 3™ 
class, they called it a cockswin. So, yeah, I was a quarter deck sailor, but 
then I was assigned to the post office. I was the Navy mail clerk for 3 
years. Because they wouldn't let me advance in my rate because I wasn't 
using it as long as I was in the post office, so I got out, and then I made 2™ 
class, and then 1* class, then chief. But I was a Navy mail clerk for 2 %, 3 
years. 


09:15 
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EW 


What was life aboard that battleship like, prior to the war? 

I thought it was really neat, you know, I mean, well, we, everybody had a 
job to do. I was a mess cook for, everybody goes mess cook when you first 
go aboard ship for 3 months, and then after 3 months you're assigned to 
other cleaning duties. And I worked in the galley, in the spud locker, 
peeling potatoes. After that, then I come back on deck, and that's when I 
made my rates. 

What was your, what was that ship to you? It was more than just a duty 
station, right? 

It was home. It was home, a big home. I was proud of it, and I'm still 
proud of it, because she's got such a, so much history, so much history. We 


been in, we were in 13, 15 engagements, and 1 sea battle, in the Segar 
Straights in the Philippines. And that's when, I was so proud, for the battle 
of Segar Straights, the Japanese were coming in and trying to disrupt the 
landing, you know, the landing, and so they were coming in, and we, they 
picked them up, I guess, maybe about 20 miles away, and the PT boats and 
the destroyers and everything else was trying to disrupt them from coming 
all the way in. But it was 2 battleships, 2 cruisers, and 4 destroyers come 
on down, and we crossed the T, when you cross the T this way there 
coming this way, we're this way, so we had all their guns, the 5 0 
battleships, cruisers, destroyers, we all was waiting for them. So we 
opened up, Tennessee opened up first and we fired 64 rounds, and we got 
our first 13 rounds, we had 12 direct hits on the first battleship. Then the 
West Virginia, she fired 90, she was next at our bow. So we were just in the 
right position where we could fire, because other battleships, they weren't 
in the position to fire. The California, she fired, and I think one other one 
did, I don't know if it was the Pennsylvania or one of them that fired, but it 
only lasted 15 minutes, and 2 battleships went down, 2 battleships, 2 
cruisers, and 4 destroyers, in 15 minutes. 

Must have been pretty proud that day. 

It was pretty - I didn't see nothing because it was all about 10,000 yards 
away, you know, and, just over the horizon, and all we could see was the 
flashing. We didn't see nothing, well, I was a gun pointer on the 14 inch 
gun, on the center gun, and all I could do was look through my scope, and 
it, this happened about 3 o'clock in the morning, you know, when the battle 
began. (13:05) So, after that, we went to Saipan, Tien Yin, Guam, and the 
Gilberts Islands, and the Marshall Islands, and New Ireland. And we went 
into Iwo Jima and Okanawa. At Iwo Jima our support section was 
supporting the Marines on Mt. Sirabachi, and that's what, we were close, 
and we were just about 5 miles off shore, you know. We, uh, I mean, uh, 
the island was so, it was made of volcanic material and we, the destroyers 
and other little ships firing their small guns, they couldn't penetrate, so we 
had to, we were using bombardment shells, which, 1500lb, and they didn't 
do too much, so we used armor piercing to crack open some of the caves, 
you know. So, we done, and we supported the Fog Men, they call them 
SEALs today, and all the other rocket ships around. They took a beating. If 
you ever read the story, I mean, everybody heard about those kids. They 
just tore them apart. But we were fortunate, we didn't get hit at all. 


14:51 


I 


EW 
I 


EW 


Let's back up a little bit in time, back to when you first arrive at Pearl 
Harbor. 

Okay. 

What was life on that island like, and what was life on base like, could you 
just describe that? 

I was fascinated with Pearl Harbor and I went down to Waikiki Beach a lot, 
you know, and, but Honolulu I didn't care for. It was, well, it was just like a 
fish market, you know, had all them hanging dry fish, and that didn't smell 
too good. And it was just a place where you could just get drunk. And, or 


course, they had a house of ill-repute, and that was, just like a real house. 
And then, after, after Pearl Harbor, we only went into town one time. They 
gave us liberty, I think, just before we come back to the States, and we 
didn't do much. We went into this house of repute, and the girls, they were 
all like big mamas. They really console you, you know, cause everybody 
was in shock, you know. Then we came back to the States. Did our duty 
there. 


16:25 


I 


Were you aware or anything getting, tensions getting strained between 
Japan and the United States? 


EW No. When...on the morning of December the 7*, right after chow, I was 
sitting down in the corner, gonna read the Sunday paper, you know, 
because Sunday is holiday routine, no work, so I was sitting there and then 
all of a sudden the gong went off to man your battlestations. 

Pause 

18:10 

I So, if you could describe the day of December 7", 1941 to me, where you 
were, what you saw, what you did. 

EW Wel, like I say, after the gong was sounded, I run out on the quarter deck 


to get to my battlestation, because I was in turret 4 and that was the 
easiest way to get to my battlestation. So, when I start out the hatch, there 
was nothing but machine gun bullets flying, you know, shells, flying around, 
and I'd seen a Japanese plane dip in, you know just come up, but he must 
have been the one that maybe dropped torpedoes on the West Virginia. So 
then I went below deck to get to my battlestaion. So, when I got to my 
battlestation, I reported 'manned and ready’, and so they just say, 'stand 
by.' And we were just getting our guns ready just in case it was an 
invasion. But after a while, we went down on the 3™ deck and we had 
coffee and some sandwiches cause that was our lunch, and after that I 
come up on deck, and I was given a fire hose to go over to the starboard 
side, and a battleship has an armor belt around, below the waterline, below 
the waterline, and it was, I guess about 12 inches, where you could stand 
and walk. So I was given a small fire hose to stand on that and try and 
keep the flames, cause all the water was on fire from the Arizona, and I was 
trying to keep the fire away from the side of the ship. And as I was doing 
that, here comes a body, floating by, and it was a Japanese pilot that was 
shot down, and, well, they didn't pay no attention to it. The story is in the 
book about that. But, then I went up on, I was called up on deck, and I 
went at the fantail, and they give me a larger hose, so we were keeping the 
fire away from the ship, and I really didn't realize just what all happened, 
cause you were just so busy. You know, you weren't scared, and I wasn't 
frightened at all, I mean we were too busy to be frightened. And I didn't 
know the Oklahoma turned upside down, I didn't know that until we had a 
chance to walk around. But all day long, though, we were just busy. And I 
was a Crane operator, so I was called to man my crane, and I helped to take 


debris and wounded off the West Virginia. So, after that, we kinda secured 
a little bit because, still getting ready in case an invasion, and we'd lined 
up 50 caliber machine guns up on the stantions, that's, the stantion's a post 
to hold up the lifeline. We put 50 caliber machine guns on that. And we'd 
stood watch at nighttime and 4 hours on and 4 hours off. And at that time I 
was on the Starboard side with a 50 caliber machine gun, and I was 
loading shells onto a belt, a 50 caliber belt. So, but, they did have the, all 
the, all of a sudden there was a lot of flack in the sky again, cause there 
were some, they thought it was the enemy coming back again. This was at 
nighttime. But what it was, it was some B-2- B19s, flying fortress, coming 
in, and they had to land, and I think a couple of them got shot down 
because they didn't recognize them. So we, that, well we, like I say, we 
couldn't, we couldn't get underway because, the West Virginia, when she 
sunk, she leaned over and had us pinned in, so had to dynamite the docks 
to loosen it up and with their screws going full blast, and the USS 
Maryland pulled us out, and we went, then we went to the dry dock. And 
we took 2 bomb hits, one on turret 3, and one on turret 2, one of the guns, 
it hit one of the guns and shattered it, but it didn't go off, it just shattered, 
and some of the shrapnel went over to the West Virginia and killed the 
West Virginia captain. But... I lost my train of thought 


24:07 


That's okay. I have a couple of questions to go back on here. Do you 
remember, did you see the Arizona get hit or blow up? 


Pause 


End Of Tape 


